MSO’s Top Ten at AAO 2010
MSO leadership marched in from both sides of the border to Washington, D.C. to lead at the AAO 2010 Annual Session:
• The presidential inauguration of the year was MSO’s own Lee Graber (Illinois) who was installed as the 2010–2011 AAO President with a “wave” of approval at the AAO House of Delegates.  His address focused on the value of relationships and working together to make the future brighter.  He thanked his MSO colleagues for their support and friendship.
• Keith Levin (Manitoba) revolutionized the term “efficient” as his first year as Speaker of the House.
• MSO’s delegation represented their constituent well under the leadership of Jackie Miller (Missouri) as chair; Ross Crist (South Dakota) as vice-chair; John Kanyusik (Minnesota), Steve Marshall (Illinois), Mike Hipp (Iowa), Dennis Sommers (North Dakota) and Steve Litton (Minnesota), as delegates; and Ara Goshgarian (Illinois), Deb Lien (Minnesota), and Ginny Mennemeyer (Missouri) as alternates.  John Kanyusik represented MSO well as chair of Reference Committee 2 and Mike Hipp served on Reference Committee 1.
• John Pershing of Nebraska received the Eugene and Pauline Blair AAOF Distinguished Service Award.
• Ed Noffel of Missouri received the 2010 Government Relations Volunteer of the Year Award.
• Bailey Jacobson of Illinois was honored at the CDABO luncheon as a co-recipient of ABO’s Earl E. and Wilma S. Shepard Distinguished Service Award.

ISSUES RELATING TO AAO HOUSE OF DELEGATES
1. MSO thanks the Southern Association of Orthodontists for graciously amending MSO’s original resolution to now start in 2011 through 2014 to more equitably share the cost of the AAO Presidents Reception with the hosting constituent.

2.  Components should review updating their bylaws as applicable with the following new AAO bylaw amendments:
07-10 COMJEC (S1-BT) Waivers
Waiver: Upon application, a dues-paying member who has suffered significant financial hardship due to an act of God or other similar event beyond the member’s control, or a medical condition, or a dues-paying member who serves in the reserves for the U.S. or Canadian government and has been activated for military duty, may be exempt from payment of 100% or 50% (determined by the Association in its discretion) of the current year’s dues and assessments, provided such member is also exempt from paying the member’s constituent organization’s corresponding dues and assessments.
08-10 COMJEC Academic Waivers from Assessments
Assessments: Assessments may be levied upon all dues-paying active, affiliate, academic members (non- United States/Canada graduates), and service members by the House of Delegates; provided, that all active, affiliate, academic members (non-United States/Canada graduates) and service members shall be excluded from any assessment during their first two years of membership and shall pay fifty percent (50%) in their third year of membership (determined cumulatively); active academic members and academic members (non-United States/Canada graduates) shall be either excluded from the levy of any assessment or assessed at a lesser amount; and life-active and life-affiliate members shall be excluded from dues and assessments.
3. AAO Critical Issues Revision -The House approved that the following issues are critical over the next 1-3 years. Resources, financial and otherwise, should focus on addressing these issues that are not listed in any priority.
·  Consumer Awareness
·  Transition of Recent Graduates to Practice - practice opportunities and manageable student debt
·  Relationships with General Dentists and other professionals
·  Advocacy – i.e. Government Affairs, Access-to-Care
·  Operating, Marketing and Cost Management of an Orthodontic Practice

4.  Multiple Fiscal Year Program Finances - A resolution was passed on the consent agenda that the House may designate reserves to fund specific designations and contingent designations.

5. Referrals to study AAOF Legacy Collection Project and Consumer Awareness Program.  Two resolutions were referred to AAOF for further evaluation of the Legacy program development and funding mechanisms with a report back to the AAO BOT.  Separately, the official acronym for the Public Awareness Campaign was changed to CAP (Consumer Awareness Program).  A taskforce was appointed to study funding for CAP and a perpetual CAP assessment, with a report back to the AAO BOT.

6.  AAO Advertising Materials – After much debate, the House rescinded the AAO Advertising Materials and Fees policy in order to permit utilization of redeemable no-charge initial examination coupons by the public in AAO members’ offices.

7.  Craniofacial Anomalies and Special Need Orthodontic Symposium – AAO will sponsor a symposium the summer of 2010 to develop a mission, method of interaction within the AAO governance structure and key policy and educational goals.  If questions, contact MSO Trustee Brent Larson.

8. Ban to Corporate Sponsorship/Exhibiting Did Not Pass – Resolutions relating to banning companies with corporately mandated requirements did NOT pass.

9.  AAO Credit Union by AAOSI – The House expressed its desire for the AAOSI to take the necessary steps to form the AAO Credit Union.

10.  Dues remain the same with a 2010 – 2011 budgeted net excess of $22,600.
