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Mike Fuchs receives Shepard Award

Dr. Michael A. Fuchs, Huron, South Dakota,
was the unanimous choice of the MSO Board as the 2009
recipient of the prestlglous Earl E. Shepard Distinguished
Service Award.

Mike, a native of
Hastings, Minnesota, re-
ceived a BAin 1971 from
St. John s University, a DDS
degree from the University
of Minnesota in 1974 and
completed his orthodontic
residency at the University of
Minnesota in 1976. In dental
school, he received the Allan
T. H. Bluhm Memorial Award
for character, leadership and
scholarship in 1973 and the Alpha Omega Scholarship
Award for being the top graduate in 1974.

Since 1976 Dr. Fuchs has practiced orthodontics
in Huron. He had a satellite of ce in Chamberlain, and in
January 2002 he established an of ce in Mitchell.

In 1971 Mike married his high school sweetheart,
Mary. Their family includes son Ryan and his wife, Jen-
nifer, and their daughter, Camdyn; son Dr. Rick, Mike s
orthodontic partner, and daughter AnnMarie and her
husband, Adam Campbell. During the 1980s, Mike and
Mary opened their home to 48 foster children.

Dr. Fuchs has served on many local boards and
committees such as the Huron Board of Education for
nine years, Huron Chamber of Commerce, Board of
Directors of Greater Huron Development Corporation,
Huron Hockey Association Board of Directors, Huron
Little League Board of Directors and the operating com-

Mary and Mike Fuchs

mittee of the Huron Hotel and Convention Center. He
also served on the Huron High School Parent Advisory
Board, coached Little League and Teener baseball for
many years and coached youth hockey. In 2003 he was
appointed by the mayor to chair the building committee
for Huron s new event center.

Dr. Fuchs has been recognized for his many
community contributions. In 1985 he was named Huron s
Outstanding Young Citizen by the Jaycees. In 1999 he
received the Friends of Little League award; in 2000 he
received the Mayor s Award for Excellence in Business;
and in 2004 he received the Service to Mankind Award
from the Huron Sertoma Clubs.

Mike s South Dakota dental contributions also
began in 1977. He served as his dental district s presi-
dent, was a six-year member of the South Dakota Den-
tal Association Board of Trustees and then continued
through the of cer chairs to be the 1996-1997 president.

continued on page 17
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President s Report

Warm greetings from brisk Minnesota. It is an
honor to serve as your president this year.

I am thankful to so many of you for encourag-
ing me to be involved in organized orthodontics and for
being such splendid examples for me throughout my
career. Drs. Roger Fredsall, Bob Isaacson and Jim
Gjerset in particular were mentors early on for me. My
involvement has enriched me in so many ways. | would
recommend that if you are asked or if you are interested
in sharing your time and talents with your professional
organizations, that you
take advantage of the
opportunity. | submit
that you will not regret
giving back to this great
profession of ours in
your unique way.

It has been a
pleasure to work with
Dr. Brent Larson on the
MSO Board and at the
University of Minnesota.
We had a great year
under his outstanding
leadership as our MSO
President, and we are
fortunate to have him continue to serve us as our AAO
Trustee. Brent does so many things well. He is an excel-
lent orthodontist, a superb Graduate Program Chair at
Minnesota and a respected leader in our profession.

Our 2009 MSO Annual Session in Minneapolis
was a tremendous meeting. Holding it at the University
of Minnesota was another opportunity to highlight the ac-
complishments and importance of orthodontic education
and the variety of research and cutting-edge information
available through our university programs. If you missed
the meeting, the speakers PowerPoint presentations are
available on the MSO Web site, msortho.org. Thank you
to Brent and his Annual Session Committee for their ded-
ication to making this meeting so successful: Dr. John
Beyer, General Arrangements Chair; Drs. Suzan Ekim
and Jim Miiller, Scienti ¢ Co-Chairs; Cindy Larson and
Wendy Johnson, Social Co-Chairs; and Dr. Ben Pliska,
Exhibits and Sponsorship Chair.

We are fortunate in the MSO to have hard-work-
ing talented volunteers serving us. Our thanks to Dr.
Kevin Horner for his leadership on the Council on Com-
munications and to Dr. Jim Klarsch for stepping into |l
big shoes. Thanks also to Drs. Deb Lien and Mark Dake
who completed their maximum eight years on the MSO
Membership, Ethics and Judicial Concerns Committee.
Mark most recently served as the committee s chair. Dr.
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Michelle Bergsrud is replacing Deb as the Minnesota
representative and Dr. Kevin Walde is replacing Mark
as the Missouri representative. Dr. Randy Wright, who
already serves on the committee for Illinois, is serving
as new committee chair. Thanks also to Dr. Carla Evans
who has served us so diligently over her eight years on
the Council on Education, including serving as COE
chair.

The MSO has been well-represented on the
CDABO Council by Dr. Steve Marshall and we thank
him for his service. Dr. Samir Bishara has assumed this
position temporarily through July 2010.

MSO welcomes Dr. Ryan Van Laecken as the
new South Dakota director as Dr. Ross Crist moves to
MSO Secretary/Treasurer. | look forward to working with
our excellent Board members during the next year and
I am fortunate to have the counsel of our of cers, Drs.
Jackie Miller, Babette Cohen and Ross Crist, to keep
us on track. I would like to recognize Dr. Lee Graber,
AAO President-elect, for his continued guidance to the
Board and for his many contributions to our profession.

The MSO appreciates and supports the sacri ces
that educators make for the future of the specialty. MSO
followed AAO s lead in granting complimentary meeting
registration to full-time faculty this year, and we were
honored that all nine orthodontic programs in MSO were
represented by full-time faculty members at the MSO An-
nual Session and at the COE educators meeting that was
held in conjunction with the MSO Annual Session.

Congratulations to Dr. Frank Whipps, Centralia,
Illinois. Frank is the well-deserving recipient of the 2010
Earl E. Shepard Distinguished Service Award to be pre-
sented in Colorado Springs at MSO s business meeting
on September 23. All attending MSO members and their
spouses will be invited to a cash bar reception held that
evening in his honor. Also, congratulations to Dr. John
Casko who was honored with the Southern Association
of Orthodontists Orthodontic Legend Award at their Sep-
tember meeting.

MSO s March 12-13 Ad Interim Board Meeting
will focus on current issues and the preparation of resolu-
tions and delegation strategy for the 2010 AAO House of
Delegates sessions in May. All members are encouraged
to communicate with their component (state or province)
representative before this meeting regarding issues or
ideas relating to our organization and profession. Resolu-
tions will be brought before the House of Delegates in
Washington, D.C. under the leadership of Drs. Jackie
Miller and Ross Crist as chair and vice-chair of our dele-
gation. I will serve on the delegation as well as Drs. Mike
Hipp, Steve Litton, Steve Marshall, Dennis Sommers,

continued on page 5




Trustee s Report

As | near the completion of my rst year as your
Trustee to the AAO, | thank you for the opportunity to serve
in this position. It has been busy, and yet rewarding, as |
have learned more about the AAO and the people involved.
I have been incredibly impressed with all the AAO Trustees
and their efforts to make our organization work for all of us.
Even when we don t agree, it is clear that everyone truly is
doing what they think is best for our specialty. This year has
been even more rewarding because | have been able to serve
with two other outstanding MSO leaders, Dr. Lee Graber
as President-Elect and Dr. Keith Levin as the Speaker of
the House.

Here are a few of the things going on:

Consumer Education The AAO, through its
Council on Communications, has made a decision to bet-
ter integrate its consumer advertising and its public rela-
tions efforts. This will give us the maximum bene t for
our dollars and will be linked to new efforts to measure
actual market share as an outcome.

ADA Meeting The AAO has made a con-
certed effort over the last few years to actively engage
others in the dental profession at the ADA Annual Ses-
sion. It is clear these efforts are paying off with improved
relationships with the other specialties which allow us
to get things accomplished that were politically dif cult
in the past. Recent examples of success were the ADA
passing an AAO-led resolution to create a new examina-
tion for entry into specialty programs when the National
Board exams go to pass/fail in 2011. This resolution was
supported by all other specialty groups in a way that no
one could remember happening before. Additionally, the
ADA passed a resolution for creation of a specialty logo
which recognizes all specialties and can be used to dis-
tinguish specialty groups from pseudo-specialties. It also
could be a stimulus to help us work collaboratively with
other specialties on public awareness initiatives.

Healthcare Reform  The AAO continues to be
actively involved in monitoring the progress of health-
care legislation and letting our members know how to get
involved. At the time | write this, some major areas of
interest are proposed caps on Flexible Spending Accounts
(FSASs), monitoring a proposed tax on cosmetic proce-
dures to make sure orthodontics is not included and many
issues related to orthodontists as small business persons.

Staff Training The AAO has extended its
agreements with both AOA and ITI to provide quality
staff training for AAO members.

Social Networking The AAO staff continue to
develop and enhance our presence on social networking
sites like FaceBook and LinkedIn. It is clear that this is a
major method of communication for those under 30, and
we are looking at the best way to make sure the AAO s

message is heard through these avenues. Thanks to all
who took the time to complete the AAO Social Network-
ing survey.

AJO/DO Edi-
tor-in-Chief Asyou
may know, Dr. Dave
Turpin will be step-
ping down as editor at
the end of 2010 and
Dr. Vincent Kokich,
Sr. has been appointed.
The plan is to have a
period of overlap so
that the new editor
can be familiar with
the journal by the time
he/she takes over in
2011. The AJO/DO is
the premier orthodontic
journal and a smooth change in leadership will ensure
that it maintains its position of excellence.

WFO Meeting The World Federation of
Orthodontists will meet in Sydney, Australia, in February.
This will be a great opportunity to visit Australia and to
meet your fellow orthodontists from around the world.
The AAO as an organization will have a large presence as
we encourage international membership in the AAO and
as we participate in the governance process of the WFO.

Vendors Advisory Group The AAO Board
has started to meet with a vendors advisory group made
up of many CEOs from our industry partners. The idea is
to work together in developing future meeting sites and
to make sure that we do what we can to partner for the
bene t of the orthodontic profession.

Practice Opportunities Program  The Board is
looking at ways to enhance the number of job opportuni-
ties listed on our practice opportunities Web site. Current-
ly, the number of job seekers greatly exceeds the number
of opportunities available. If you have an opportunity
available, please consider listing it with the AAO.

New AAOQ logo As a part of focus group test-
ing done as part of our Consumer Awareness Program, it
is clear that our current logo does not resonate well with
consumers. A task force is looking at alternatives for the
future that would be recognizable for both AAO members
and consumers.

This is just a glimpse into the ongoing efforts
of your organization. | welcome your input and com-
ments as we move forward. Please feel free to contact me
anytime.
Brent E. Larson
blarson@aaortho.org

Brent E. Larson

612/626-9202
Fax 866/596-8985
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Of cers, Directors and Committees
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Winnipeg, MB R3M 2A6

507/388-2989
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Trustee
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612/626-9202
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Director from Illinois
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1400 N. Western Avenue
Lake Forest, IL 60045
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Director from Minnesota
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Fax 507/288-7518
drdjlien1l@juno.com

Director from North Dakota
Dennis D. Sommers

1015 South Broadway
Minot, ND 58701
701/852-2646

Fax 701/839-1019
bracem@srt.com

Committee on Membership,
Ethics and Judicial Concerns
Randy Wright - IL, Chair
Conny Athanasopoulos - MB
Michelle L. Bergsrud - MN
Bradley H. Jones - 1A
Thomas C. Lovlein - WI
David M. Meyer - SD
Matthew J. Pershing - NE
Shelley Townsend-Hansen - ND
Kevin C. Walde - MO

AAO Web site: www.aaomembers.org

636/239-4004
Fax 636/239-6576

smyldr@yahoo.com

800/424-2841

4 MSO Newsletter

204/989-5650
Fax 204/488-6170
colevin@shaw.ca
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phermanson@yahoo.com

Director from Missouri
Virginia A. Mennemeyer

91 Troy Square, Suite 203
Troy, MO 63379
636/528-2141

Fax 636/528-8690
midwestortho@centurytel.net

Director from South Dakota
Ryan K. Van Laecken

25 - 5th Street NE
Watertown, SD 57201
605/882-1500

Fax 605/882-7090

rkvanlaecken@yahoo.com

Committee on Communications
Stephen F. Litton, Chair

John C. Aamodt - MN

Tim D. Dumore - MB

John Kittleson - WI

Virginia A. Mennemeyer - MO
D. Spencer Pope - IL
Kimberley A. Stafford - NE
Ryan K. Van Laecken - SD
Marc S. Welge - 1A

Ryan M. West - ND

MSO Web site: www.msortho.org
636/922-5551

Secretary/Treasurer

Ross L. Crist

3500 South Marion Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57106-1370
605/361-0016

Fax 605/361-0019
ross@cristorthodontics.com

Newsletter Editor
Stephen F. Litton

7575 Golden Valley Road
Golden Valley, MN 55427
763/544-2211

Fax 763/544-5157

s itton@aol.com

Director from Manitoba

Tim D. Dumore

2541 Portage Avenue
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Fax 204/837-3561
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Director from Nebraska
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6825 South 27th Street, Suite 202
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402/489-8841

Fax 402/489-1382
pharre@windstream.net

Director from Wisconsin
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7851 Cooper Road
Kenosha, WI 53142
262/694-5272

Fax 262/694-3121
jerawford5@wi.rr.com
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Jacqueline M. Miller - MO, Chair
Ross L. Crist - SD, Vice Chair
Michael S. Hipp - IA
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Stephen F. Litton - MN

Steven D. Marshall - IL
Dennis D. Sommers - ND
2010 Alternate Delegates

Ara C. Goshgarian - IL
Deborah J. Lien - MN

Virginia A. Mennemeyer - MO




Membership Report

Current Membership December 2, 2009
Active Members 1,015
Af liate Members 4
Retired Members 319
Academic Members (non-US/Canada) 5

Total Members 1,343
Active Membership by Component
Illinois 367
lowa 79
Manitoba 18
Minnesota 152
Missouri 156
Nebraska 48
North Dakota 16
South Dakota 20
Wisconsin 155

Deceased Members

Steven S. Banks Des Plaines, Illinois

Arthur J. Block Northbrook, Illinois

William F. Ford Winnetka, Illinois

Frank C. Jefferies Urbandale, lowa

William F. Johnson  Grand Rapids, Minnesota
Grant A. MacLean Sun City, Arizona (lllinois)
Raymond C. Thurow Madison, Wisconsin

New Active Members

Cristiana Araujo Des Peres, Missouri

lan Ballou Kansas City, Missouri

Lucas S. Boe Cedar Falls, lowa

Jason R. Burckhard Moorhead, Minnesota
Kirstin M. Carlson Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Luke D. Carlson Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Tara R. Cash  Spring eld, Missouri

Siddhi Doshi  Madison, Wisconsin

Kelly C. Espe Minneapolis, Minnesota
Anthony E. Fisher Williston, North Dakota
Ryan K. Hurley Elgin, Illinois

George Katsavrias Richmond Heights, Missouri
Bozena B. Ligas Chicago, Illinois

Lihong Lin Chicago, Illinois

Matthew R. Noyce Oconomowoc, Wisconsin
David J. Sander West Plains, Missouri

Charles A. Schumacher Ef ngham, Illinois
Suzanne E. Stock lowa City, lowa

Bryan Vibeto Minot, North Dakota

Retired Members

Melbourne L. Drosdowech Eagle St. Paul, Manitoba
Norman W. Garn  Chicago, Illinois

Lawrence G. Gaston  St. Louis, Missouri

Francis P. Green Bloomington, Illinois

Gerald M. Haney Omaha, Nebraska

Owen H. Hilding Oakbrook, Illinois

Eric R. Johnson Lake Quivira, Kansas (Missouri)
Bradley H. Jones Spirit Lake, lowa

Dennis D. Kommer West Des Moines, lowa
Kenneth H. Peterson  Naperville, Illinois

David W. Schrody Clinton, lowa

Gregory A. Wadleigh  Scottsdale, Arizona (Wisconsin)
James H. Wittnebel Plymouth, Minnesota

Reinstated Member
T. Peter Tsay Chicago, Illinois

Transfers to/from MSO

Randall H. Binzer Transfer from SAO to MSO
Howard H. Choi  Transfer from MSO to PCSO
David M. Christensen Transfer from SAO to MSO
Lana Dalbah Transfer from PCSO to MSO
Sue-Young Hong Transfer from MASO to MSO
Andrea Rios Transfer from MASO to MSO

Cancelled Members
Scott B. Patterson Monroe, Wisconsin
Robert J. Pokorny  Aurora, Illinois
*Membership data from May 20, 2009 to December 2, 2009

Presidents Report continued from page 2

Ara Goshgarian, Deb Lien and Ginny Mennemeyer.
This process is very important in focusing the actions of
our organization, and | can assure you that your input is
important. If you have questions or comments, feel free
to contact me or another member of the delegation or
your component director.

MSO has a reputation for quality leadership and
we will be well represented during the 2010 AAO House

of Delegates with Dr. Keith Levin as the Speaker of the
House, Dr. Lee Graber as the AAO nominee for presi-
dent and Dr. Brent Larson as our trustee. We are grateful
for their years of excellent service to our profession.

It is important that component agreements are
completed and returned to MSO. The AAO wants to be
sure components are up-to-date with bylaws, IRS lings,

continued on page 6
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Treasurer s Report

Cash Assets  As of November 30, 2009
Checking/Investment Accounts

Money Market $145,402.58
CDs $197,449.90
Mutual Fund Portfolio $116,841.92

Subtotal $459,694.40

Special Events Fund

Money Market $918.26
Treasury Note $16,104.99
Subtotal $17,023.25

Total Cash Assets $476,717.65

News and Notes about our Members

Congratulations to Dr. Eric Overby, Minnesota, upon
his election as president of the Southeastern District
Dental Society.

Congratulations to Dr. Howard Sather, Minnesota,
who was recognized for 50 years of service on the
active and emeritus staff at Mayo Clinic Rochester
during the annual all-clinic dinner.

Congratulations to Dr. John Casko, lowa, who was
honored with the Southern Association of Orthodon-
tists Orthodontic Legend Award at their September
meeting.

Congratulations to Dr. Chet Handelman, Illinois, who
was the 1ISO Teacher of the Year for lllinois.

Congratulations to Dr. Bailey Jacobson, Illinois, who
will receive the Earl E. and Wilma S. Shepard Distin-
guished Service Award from the American Board of
Orthodontics.

Congratulations to Dr. Stephen Litton, Minnesota, for
receiving the Alumni Service Award from the Board of
Regents and the president of the University of Min-
nesota.

MSO Past President Ray Thurow dies

Dr. Raymond C. Thurow, 88, of Madison, Wis-
consin, died July 30, 2009.

Ray was a graduate of the University of IlI-
linois College of Dentistry s postgraduate orthodontic
program. In addition to being a president of the MSO, he
was president of the Wisconsin Society of Orthodontists,
American Association of Orthodontists, American Board
of Orthodontics, College of Diplomates of the American
Board of Orthodontics (founder) and a variety of other
organizations including the Midwest Component of the
E. H. Angle Society of Orthodontists and the University

of Illinois Orthodontic Alumni Association. He served his
community as a volunteer as well.

Ray practiced in Madison from 1947 to 1995.
During his career, he distinguished himself as an author,
inventor, lecturer, teacher and leader in his eld. CDABO
established the annual Ray Thurow Honorary Lecture
in appreciation of his lifetime of contributions to the
specialty.

He is survived by Jean, his wife of 67 years,
children and grandchildren and a brother and sister.

Presidents Report continued from page 5

state incorporation and other legal obligations in order for
AAO to provide of cers and directors liability insurance
to all constituent and component organizations.

I am pleased to inform you that the contract for
our Executive Director, Kristi Burmeister, has been
extended. Kristi and her staff do such a great job for our
organization. | am so grateful for her solid executive
management skills and her friendship.

The 2010 MSO Annual Session is planned for
September 22-26 in beautiful Colorado Springs at the
famous Broadmoor Resort. The meeting will be hosted
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by the Southern Association of Orthodontists. There are
excellent speakers for you and your staff, exciting social
events and the beautiful Rockies to explore. Be sure to
save these dates. Refer to page 23 for more details. Reg-
istration materials will be mailed from the SAQO of ce in
late spring to all MSO members.

Thank you once again for this opportunity to be
of service to the MSO. | look forward to seeing you next
September in Colorado at the 2010 MSO-SAO Annual
Session.

John S. Kanyusik
kanyusik@hickory.tech.net

507/388-2989
Fax 507/388-2989




AAO Council and Af liate Group Reports

These reports are submitted by MSO s representative on each of these councils and af liate organizations.

Council on
Communications

The following are actions taken since the July
2009 Council on Communications meeting that are re-
lated to the Public Awareness Campaign:

The Council recommended and the Board
approved the hiring of Weber Shandwick Worldwide to
oversee the AAO s 19-month integrated Public Aware-
ness Campaign.

The Council voted not to spend $250,000
on the production of a customizable TV commercial.
Instead, the Council would like the $250,000 returned to
the general fund.

The Council voted in favor of pursuing the
following program enhancements in FY 2010-2011:

Mia Hamm for Sports Safety and an enhanced me-

dia buy with Scholastic magazine. In order to have the
funds available for the enhancements, the Council voted
in favor of using $136,460 from Schupp s 2009-2010
operating budget toward the integrated campaign; to take
$200,000 from the 2009-2010 media budget and apply

it toward the integrated campaign; and to ask staff to
renegotiate Schupp s contract. The renegotiation en-
abled the Council to apply $59,558 toward the integrated
campaign. A total of $396,018 may now be used toward
integrated campaign efforts as Weber Shandwick sees t.

The Board of Trustees voted to place the
FY2009-2010 and FY 2010-2011 integrated Public
Awareness Campaign funds into a designated or appro-
priated fund so these cost savings from 2009-2010 could
be carried over to 2010-2011. No more dollars will be
expended over those already approved by the House of
Delegates (with the exception of the public relations
monies for National Facial Protection Month and Na-
tional Orthodontic Health Month that have been in the
budget for the last few years those dollars will have to
be approved by the 2010 House of Delegates). A Board
committee is studying multi-year budgeting concerns that
affect the Public Awareness Campaign each year with
a policy and protocol to resolve this issue and will be
presented to the 2010 House of Delegates.

Weber Shandwick plans to conduct a consumer
survey and a survey of the AAO membership to deter-
mine if there is growth in members market share. Peggy
Fonke of Dig, a market research rm, will oversee the
research. The Council will discuss additional campaign
tracking tools during its December 4-5, 2009 meeting.

The online membership kit has been drafted.

Schupp is currently creating the puzzle print ads that
will be included in the kit. AAO staff anticipates that the
membership kit will be online in January 2010. The kit
will include all advertising and public relations tools that
are available for use by all AAO members.

Council members presented Public Awareness
Campaign updates during their respective 2009 fall con-
stituent meetings.

Dr. Kevin Horner has stepped down from this
Council position, and | want to thank him for his input
and effort over these last few years as this public aware-
ness campaign has developed. | look forward to serving
you. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me.

James G. Klarsch
jklarsch@sbcglobal.net

314/993-2483
Fax 314/993-9216

Council on
Governmental Affairs

The AAO s Government Relations Program has
had an active year taking action on legislation and regula-
tion that will affect orthodontic practices.

The AAO has taken action numerous times over the
past year to make sure that the interests of orthodon-
tists and their patients are protected from potentially
negative action. In particular, the AAO has encouraged
its members to ask their Senators and Representatives
to make sure that a nal bill will:

Exclude caps for exible spending accounts;

Exclude mandates for small business to provide
health insurance to employees; and, among other
things,

Exclude surtaxes on high income households.

The AAO will continue to closely monitor
healthcare reform developments in Congress and
will respond appropriately. As of this writing, it is
unclear when, or if, a nal bill will be presented
to the President.

The AAOQ joined other similarly-situated groups,
including the ADA and other dental specialty groups,
in lobbying the Federal Trade Commission to delay the
enforcement of the Red Flags Rule and to exclude
small business health practitioners from the nal Rule.
Originally scheduled for implementation in late 2008,
has been delayed until mid-2010 for further clari ca-
tion. The AAO will continue to support bills in Con-

continued on next page
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gress that would exempt most orthodontic practices.

A high priority of Congress in 2010 may be ergo-
nomics regulations, heavily supported by unions,
which will mandate that businesses expand disability
bene ts for workers who develop repetitive stress
injuries on the job. A similar regulation was repealed
in 2001 by the Bush administration shortly after outgo-
ing President Clinton signed it. Under some proposals,
small businesses would have to keep workers on the
payroll at 90% of salary for extended periods of time
if they have qualifying injuries. The AAO will closely
monitor developments on this front and will likely ask
its members to contact their federal representatives.

Tax issues also will merit the AAO s close attention.
The AAO will encourage Congress to increase the de-
ductibility of student loan interest, among other things.

The AAO will host the 2010 Professional Advocacy
Conference in Washington, D.C. January 18-20. The
Conference will include nearly 100 AAO members
who will hold meetings in legislators of ces inan
attempt to build relationships and communicate the
AAO s legislative message.

The AAO s Political Action Committee is preparing
for the 2010 election cycle, with fundraising efforts
being planned for an early campaign to make sure
that the AAO is well-positioned to bene t candidates
who hold favorable views on its issues. The AAOPAC
will raise funds through the use of direct mail, online
solicitations and a physical presence at the AAO s An-
nual Session and select constituent meetings.

For more information on the AAO s Government
Relations Program, please contact Mr. Kevin Dillard, the
AAO sAssistant General Counsel, at kdillard @aaortho.org.
Mark L. Dake 417/256-5100
mark@drdake.com Fax 417/257-0721

Council on Insurance

An important function of the COI is to provide
liaison service between the AAO and its member-in-
sureds and the insurance carriers who have received AAO
endorsement of their insurance programs. In conjunc-
tion with this function, the COI examines the reserves
generated by the premiums charged for these insurance
programs to ensure proper reserving across all programs
and for individual insurance programs to maintain the
strength and viability of the insurance products AAO
member-insureds have become accustomed to trust in the
risk management and risk transfer for their families and
practices.
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Arecently concluded audit revealed that the
amount of dividend on deposit with New York Life may
be excessive and that a return of these reserves to par-
ticipants may be appropriate. As a result, COlI is begin-
ning the investigation into a dividend policy for certain
participants to return excesses currently on deposit. This
audit further revealed that certain insurance programs
were overly burdened with royalty payments and COl is
presently developing a recommendation to the AAO BOT
to review its royalty requirements in an effort to keep the
premiums competitive with similar available plans.

Given the state of the economy, the volatility of
insurance and re-insurance markets generally, and the
protracted rise in health care costs, the AAO health and
AAO disability plans have experienced predictable chal-
lenges. With regard to AAO disability insurance plans,
New York Life no longer is offering pooling of re-insur-
ance for the disability plans it offers, so the risks assumed
by the plan itself will increase. Consequently, adjust-
ments in reserve levels to provide plan stability and pos-
sibly premiums charged participants must be constantly
reviewed and implemented as necessary. It should come
as no surprise that the AAO medical insurance plan will
continue to experience premium increases commensurate
with the trend of health care costs until, when, and if the
effect of government intervention becomes more obvious.
Leo C. Sinna 651/464-6988
Isinna@sinnagroup.com Fax 651/464-2920

Council on Membership,
Ethics and Judicial Concerns

The Council met by conference call on June 23
and October 21 and will meet in person in St. Louis in
January.

One of the issues the Council is dealing with is
waivers. A resolution was referred to the Council from
the last House of Delegates. Not all constituents treat the
issue of waivers the same way, but all constituents should
be evaluating waivers in an equitable fashion so that the
AAO BOT receives comprehensive and consistent infor-
mation and requests, enabling it to be as consistent and
equitable as possible in making waiver determinations.
The Council is currently gathering data to submit to the
BOT for their comments.

There have been numerous changes in the mem-
continued on next page




bership process in the last few years, and the Council is
reviewing the process regarding nishing one s formal
orthodontic education and transitioning into the practice
of orthodontics.

As in past reports, ethical investigations and
hearings continue to be a part of our Council duties and
do take a signi cant amount of time. Please continue to
abide by our Principles of Ethics and Code of Profes-
sional Conduct. The issues we face are varied but many
are related to advertising claims. Just to give you some
idea of numbers, there were 16 complaints in 2007, nine
complaints in 2008 and ten so far in 2009.

Membership is critical to the future of our organi-
zation. Contact me if you have other questions or con-
cerns about membership issues.
Stephen F. Litton
s itton@aol.com

763/544-2211
Fax 763/544-5157

Council on New and Younger
Members

Student debt is a major issue that CONY M,
together with COE, is working to address. Currently,
AAOSI, the for-pro t subsidiary of the AAO, is develop-
ing a survey regarding the possibility of a credit union or
similar debt consolidation assistance for recent graduates.
Watch for more information on this in the near future.

CONYM is excited to host Dr. David Sarver as
the speaker for the New Orthodontist/Resident Confer-
ence and Reception at the 2010 AAO in Washington,

D.C. This will provide a unique opportunity for residents
and new and younger members to hear David in a small
setting and be able to ask him questions. The cost is $10.
Watch for this in the registration materials for the 2010
AAO.

Also at the 2010 AAO Annual Session, CONYM
is sponsoring Camp AAO Children s Program and Tours.
This program is designed to provide childcare and fun,
educational opportunities for children aged 6 months to 17
years. Again, watch for this program in your registration
materials. Please take advantage of a great opportunity for
your kids to have fun and be in a safe environment while
you attend the Annual Session.

CONYM will have its next meeting in advance
of the 2010 joint AAO/AAOMS Conference in January. If
anyone has concerns that they would like me to address,
please send me an e-mail and | will gladly do what I can!
Alison Fallgatter 701/224-1558
fallo037@umn.edu Fax 701/224-1093

Council on Orthodontic
Education

For the rst time in about 15 years, the entire
contingent of nine program directors or their designates
from the MSQOs region, met during the MSO Annual
Session in Minneapolis. The meeting was organized and
chaired by Dr. Billy Wiltshire (University of Manitoba)
who took over the reins this year from Dr. Carla Evans
(University of Illinois - Chicago). In addition, Drs. Gerry
Bradley (Marquette University), Ki Beom Kim (Saint
Louis University), Brent Larson (University of Minne-
sota), Steve Marshall (University of lowa), Jeff Nickel
(University of Missouri  Kansas City), Sundaraling
Premaraj (University of Nebraska), Fred Regennit-
ter (Mayo Clinic) and Wellington Rody (University of
Manitoba) attended. Dr. Bob Scholtz (Ortholl - View-
point) attended the meeting as well as two representatives
from Align Technology, Theresa Devonshire and Jeff
McKendry. They were invited to discuss the changes to
their programs regarding the minimum case requirement
and how they would affect graduate programs.

This was an opportunity for participants to
compare notes on the different programs and how we
in the MSO region can help and support each other. It
was decided that in the future we would allow up to two
representatives from each program to attend the educators
meeting as it would increase participation and be more
inclusive.

The MSO educators also overwhelmingly agreed
that an annual educators meeting of all North American
accredited programs would greatly bene t the educa-
tors in providing a forum to discuss our problems in an

around-the-table style and learn from each other. Issues
such as recruitment, retention, distance learning, funding,
clinic matters, research and the Match were all items that
educators need to discuss on an ongoing basis. This mat-
ter was forwarded to the COE.

The MSO region educators are grateful to the
MSO for assistance in funding this meeting.

William A. Wiltshire 204/789-3856
WA _Wiltshire@umanitoba.ca Fax 204/977-5699

Council on Orthodontic
Health Care

The Council on Orthodontic Health Care met in
continued on next page
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Saint Louis in July to continue its focus on issues regard-
ing third-party payer programs, orthodontic insurance
coding and access to orthodontic care.

COHC members Drs. Stephen Robirds and Paul
McKenna and AAO staff member Ms. Ann Sebaugh
attended the subcommittee meeting of the Code Revi-
sion Committee (CRC) hosted by the ADA in August.
Representing the AAO, they attended a pre-CRC meeting
hosted by the American Association of Pediatric Den-
tistry. This group serves as a caucus where specialties can
convene and discuss insurance concerns and submissions
being brought before the CRC.

In its effort to build stronger alliances with
third-party payers, the COHC was represented by Drs.
Paul McKenna and William Kochenour at the National
Association of Dental Plans in September. Such efforts to
enhance the AAO s relationships with payers have proven
to be effective.

The BOT has appointed former COHC chair
Dr. Norman Nagel as its AAO Insurance Consultant.

His duties will include overseeing orthodontic insurance
codes, representing the AAO at ADA CRC meetings and
fostering solid relationships with third-party payers. His
expertise and extensive experience in the eld of orth-
odontic third-party payer programs will be of great value
and he will continue to work closely with COHC.

COHC has developed a revised draft position
paper relative to the practice of third-party payers deduct-
ing the fees associated with extractions, surgery and other
ancillary procedures from orthodontic lifetime bene ts. It
also is preparing a chapter to educate members on elec-
tronic claims ling and real-time eligibility to be incorpo-
rated in the National Insurance Guide.

In keeping with the AAO White Paper on Ac-
cess to Care, COHC is interacting with the American
Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Association to explore ways
that AAO members may help in providing treatment for
patients with cleft palate and other facial deformities. A
draft proposal will be presented to the BOT after January.

COHC continues its oversight of the Dental Ben-
e ts Advisory Service (DBAS) Hotline which is managed
by Ms. Sebaugh. Callers are assisted with third-party
payer problems, coding questions and practice manage-
ment issues. The Hotline has been instrumental in identi-
fying areas for further membership education resulting in
AAO Bulletin articles and CE Webinars.

To help increase the insurance industry s cover-
age for orthodontic treatment, the BOT has mandated the
creation of the Insurance Education Committee. COOP,
COC and COHC are involved with this project. Dr. Bob
Prince and | represent COHC. This group will explore
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ways to increase public awareness of the bene ts of orth-
odontic treatment for children and adults and how third-
party payer programs can enhance the treatment process.
Human resource specialists are a particularly important
target audience. We participated in an initial organiza-
tional teleconference in October.

The COHC will have its next meeting in Saint
Louis on January 16.
Gregory R. Hoeltzel
orthostl@earthlink.net

314/727-6162
Fax 314/727-7259

Council on Orthodontic
Practice

COOP has been working hard for you and hopes
that we are making a positive impact on your practice.
Our Council needs input from the grassroots member-
ship and we are open to issues and concerns that you may
have.

Some of our future programs involve our always-
popular Practice Transition Seminar, which is held in
conjunction with the AAO Annual Session. It is scheduled
for Monday, May 3, 2010, in Washington, D.C. and will
have Drs. Roger Levin, Gary Wiser, John McDonnell
and Mr. Brandon Collier on the panel. Do not miss this
opportunity which will be an all-day event.

In conjunction with the Leadership Conference in
2011, COOP will co-host the Orthodontist as CEO con-
ference with the Council on New and Younger Members
and the Committee on Information Technology. It will be
held February 25-27, 2011, in San Diego. Council is in the
process of nalizing speakers and completing our plans.

The Webinar series continues to be very popular
with our members. The following presentations are avail-
able through the AAO:

How Digital Trends Will Enhance Your Practice,
February 23 or 25, 2010

Temporary Anchorage Devices: What the Orth-
odontic Assistant Needs to Know, March 9 or 11, 2010

Avoiding Practice Fraud and Embezzlement,
March 23 or 25, 2010

Going Green continues to be a movement sup-
ported by the AAO, and you may nd helpful hints for
improving your of ce under the Of ce Design Manual
which is updated continually.

Once again, please contact me anytime, as | cer-
tainly am here to serve you.
Brian R. Jesperson
jesperson@midconetwork.com

701/224-1558
Fax 701/224-1093
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American Association of
Orthodontists Services, Inc.

AAO Services, Inc. continues to monitor the
AAO-endorsed programs that are available to AAO
members and that have the potential to produce non-dues
income for the AAO. These programs include Bank of
America Af nity Credit Cards, Springstone Financial Pa-
tient Financing, Trans rst Credit Card Processing, Med-
Jet Assistance and the Oakstone Publishing Educational
Program. AAQOSI also provides AAOIC (AAO Insurance
Company) with claims, underwriting, administrative and
legal services. These services represent a signi cant por-
tion of AAOSI s staff work-load.

One of the newest projects of AAOSI, provid-
ing association management services to PCSO, NESO
and the California Association of Orthodontists, has been
very successful. All parties are satis ed with the services
provided by AAOSI staff, and it has been a nancial win
for all involved.

The new AAO Voluntary Staff Certi cation
Program is now available to all AAO members staffs.
This program also is part of the work of the AAOSI staff.
Please visit the AAO member Website (www.aaomem-
bers.org) for complete information on this exciting new
opportunity for your staff s continuing education and
recognition. AAOSI also works with Trapezio (formerly
Academy of Orthodontic Assisting) and The International
Training Institute (ITI) for continuing education of AAO
members staffs. Information about these programs also is
available at the AAO member Website.

AAOQOSI currently is investigating the feasibility
of forming an AAQ credit union. AAO members were
asked to participate in a survey indicating possible inter-
est in utilization of an AAO-sponsored credit union. The
results of this survey are being studied now and work
continues on the possible development of this member
bene t. While the nal decision on the feasibility of this
program is not expected for some time, the prospects do
look good for this program to be added as another one of
the bene ts of AAO membership.

Any member interested in the programs sup-
ported by AAOSI may contact the AAO for complete
information. In addition, if there are other programs you
believe would be bene cial to our members, please con-
tact us.

Michael A. Fuchs
mfuchsortho@santel.net

605/352-1670
Fax 605/352-2589

651/464-6988
Fax 651/464-2920

Leo C. Sinna
Isinna@sinnagroup.com
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American Association of
Orthodontists
Political Action Committee

The AAOPAC Board will meet in Washington,
D.C., in January to prioritize contributions and review
legislative and regulatory strategies.

The major issue facing AAOPAC this past year
has been healthcare reform. As | write this, the entire re-
form effort is in a tenuous position. Whatever legislation
emerges from the Senate is likely to differ from the bill
passed in the House, and a joint House-Senate conference
committee will be appointed to reconcile the differences.

The next few months will determine whether any
of the many provisions will be enacted and what type of
healthcare policy our nation will have for decades. The
AAQO is actively engaged on Capitol Hill in trying to
shape how healthcare reform legislation may affect ortho-
dontists and our patients.

The upcoming 2010 election will be an extremely
important race. The rst mid-term election of a new
president s administration usually gives the opposing
party its best chances for upsets.

AAOPAC continues to develop new fundrais-
ing initiatives. Currently, the PAC Board is working to
improve communications with AAO members in an effort
to better educate them on the signi cance of the PAC and
the AAO Government Relations Program. AAO s Bulletin
regularly includes articles discussing the importance of
the AAOPAC and political activity.

AAOPAC has developed the following criteria
regarding how it evaluates candidates for contributions.
Candidates to whom the AAOPAC contributes must meet
one or more of the following criteria:

Have views in accordance with the AAO s regarding
issues enumerated in its legislative agenda;

Be opposed by a candidate who is outspoken against the
AAO s views on issues of importance;

Hold an of ce of particular importance to the AAO; or

Be otherwise strategically important to the AAO.

Our membership gives us the ability to have a
uni ed voice with policy makers. Without the AAOPAC,
the AAO would be left without a message on Capitol Hill
and would be unable to develop relationships with in u-
ential members of Congress.

It is not too late to have your contribution count.
Please join AAOPAC today!
Michael S. Hipp
mhipp4728@aol.com

515/274-2511
Fax 515/274-1206
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American Association of
Orthodontists Foundation

We are pleased to announce that American Or-
thodontics Corporation has doubled its original $500,000
pledge to become the rst million-dollar sponsor in the
history of the Foundation. Based in Sheboygan, Wis-
consin, American Orthodontics provides solutions to
orthodontists as a manufacturer of appliances, including
orthodontic bands, brackets and tubes.

The million-dollar sponsorship is partly a re-
sponse to the AAOF s new fund-raising strategy, Con-
tinued Commitment to the Specialty, designed to take the
Foundation from its current level of $33 million in pledg-
es to $100 million, says American Orthodontics President
Mike Bogenschuetz, who joined the AAOF board earlier
this year. American Orthodontics founder and CEO Dan
Merkel also pointed to the AAOF as a great way to give
back to the orthodontic specialty because the Foundation
helps ensure the continuation of the specialty and the
quality and continuity of residents instruction. He was
especially impressed to learn about the high retention rate
of junior orthodontic faculty members supported by the
AAOF who are still teaching after ve years.

We want to thank Mr. Merkel, Mr. Bogenschuetz,
and all those at American Orthodontics who made this
pledge upgrade to $1,000,000 possible.

As of November 1, 2009, the Endowment Cam-
paign has realized $33.4 million in pledges with $23.6
million of that being redeemed. Additionally, there are
currently 515 members and friends of the specialty who
have pledged at the Regent level of $25,000 or higher.
This group accounts for almost half of all pledges from
individuals. Also, there are over 220 individuals who
have made a commitment to the Keystone Society and
have included the Foundation in their estate plans.

The focus for this funding round of the Awards
Program will continue to be support for junior faculty.

The Planning and Awards Review Committee
(PARC) will meet February 5, 2010, to review the ap-
plications for the awards and make recommendations to
the Foundation Board as to which applications should be
approved. Since 1994, the AAOF has designated ap-
proximately $6.6 million in awards to bene t orthodontic
education and research with 125 Orthodontic Faculty De-
velopment Awards, 148 Research Awards and over 1,000
gifts in support of orthodontic residencies being given.
Currently, 22 of the 70 department chairs and/or program
directors were supported early in their orthodontic careers
by Foundation awards. Of those individuals receiving
Foundation awards, 80% remain in full-time academics
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after ve years.

There is no indication that the mission of the
AAOF is any less relevant today than it was 15 years ago
when this effort began. In fact, the AAO has the develop-
ment of junior faculty as one of its seven critical issues.
We must continue to support the educators in our profes-
sion. Your contributions are working to support these
people in establishing their research and in making up
the disparity in income between full-time academics and
private practice.

In addition to a pledge to the AAOF, we now
offer a continual giving program called the Century Club.
We are asking members to make an open-ended commit-
ment of a minimum of $100 per month to be used for an
initial pledge or a pledge increase. This pledge is then
redeemed by either automatic account debit or a recurring
credit card charge. We would ask you to consider this
method of contributing, especially if you have ful lled
your pledge and you want to do something more, but you
are not sure about increasing to the next pledge level.

In order to continue our established programs
and to develop new ones, | ask you to consider making a
pledge if you have not already done so. For those of you
who have, | want to thank you for your support and ask
you to continue to support the Foundation by upgrading
your pledge, by becoming a member of the Century Club,
or by becoming a member of the Keystone Society and
including the Foundation in your estate plans.

Contact Robert Hazel at the AAOF of ce if you
have any questions or to make a pledge!

Jeffrey T. Cavanaugh
jtcavanaugh@charter.net

636/391-0499
Fax 636/391-7340

College of Diplomates of the
American Board of
Orthodontics

The 2009 Annual Summer Meeting was held in
July at The American Club Resort in Kohler, Wiscon-
sin. The beautiful village of Kohler and the spectacular
surrounding countryside created a perfect setting for our
meeting. The American Club lived up to its reputation
as a warm and friendly resort capable of providing AAA
Five Diamond service. Nature cooperated and gave us the
coolest mid-July in many years. Approximately 120 or-
thodontists and their families enjoyed the many activities,
the exceptional scienti ¢ program and world-class golf.

continued on next page

MSO Newsletter



The keynote address was by Dr. Janet Tornelli
of the Cooper Clinic. Scienti ¢ Chair Dr. David Sarver
brought together a most impressive array of speakers
for the meeting, including Dr. Louie Costa s Optimal
Craniofacial Esthetics and Dr. Sarver s presentation,
Aesthetics for a Lifetime, which was selected as the Dr.
Raymond Thurow Honorary Lecture sponsored by the
CDABO Foundation.

These presentations set the stage for our theme,
The Art of Orthodontics, which was carried forward with
excellent lectures by Drs. Vince Kokich, Jr., Courtney
Gorman, Wick Alexander and Jimmy Boley. These
were anchored by two presentations by Dr. William
Prof tanda nal paper by Dr. Sarver.

At the business meeting, the members approved a
pilot sponsorship program to be re-evaluated annually by
the College council and completely re-evaluated in three
years by the membership. The intent is not to change the
tone of the meeting but to have the ability to lower regis-
tration fees which, in turn, may increase attendance and,
ultimately, membership in the College.

Dr. John Kanyusik gave a two-hour ABO exam
preparatory course overview to residents at the 2009
GORP meeting in Minnesota. The College also sent their
annual contribution, shared a booth with the ABO in the
exhibit hall, sponsored two free certi cation preparatory
courses in the raf e program and contributed to the resi-
dents meeting book with a half-page ad.

The College continues to offer board certi cation
preparatory courses to those pursuing certi cation. This
fall courses were taught at four constituent annual ses-
sions, two study groups and four orthodontic programs.
Courses have been scheduled over a four-day period for
the 2010 Annual Session in Washington, D.C.

The 2010 Annual Summer Meeting will be held
July14-18 at the Samoset Resort in Maine, located on
the mid-coast of Maine between Camden and Rockport

a wonderful location for a family vacation. Samoset is
an easy drive from the Portland or Bangor airports. The
opening reception will be held at the famous Owls Head
Transportation Museum. A local Down East speaker
will describe the area at our opening breakfast, and a
traditional clam/lobster bake is planned for the closing
dinner.

The topic for the scienti ¢ program will be a

serious debate on self-ligation. Dr. Nelson Diers has
put together a great panel of speakers. Four different
bracket systems will be discussed from the point of view
of the manufacturer. Dr. Mark Coriel (GAC), Dr. David
Paquette (Ormco), Dr. Anoop Sondhi (Unitek) and Dr.
David Hime (Speed) will make presentations. Then the
science behind self-ligation treatment will be discussed
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by Drs. Birte Melsen and Nigel Harradine. The session
will conclude with a panel discussion moderated by Dr.
David Turpin.

For additional information or if you have ques-
tions/suggestions for the board, please go to www.cdabo.
org or send an e-mail to cdabo@charter.net.

Steven D. Marshall 847/381-0148
sdmortho@aol.com Fax 847/381-3870

American Board of
Orthodontics

We would like to congratulate Dr. Bailey Jacob-
son, the winner of the 2010 ABO Earl E. and Wilma S.
Shepard Distinguished Service Award. The award will
be presented in Washington, D.C. at the AAO meeting.
There is no one more deserving of this award than my
good friend, Bailey, because of his numerous accom-
plishments.

Dr. Vance Dykhouse has reported how advances
in technology have impacted examinations. Technology
has continued to impact the Board and will in the future.
This year Dr. Barry Briss and | will grade the rst cases
submitted with electronic nal models. There are many
issues to be considered with the system and, therefore,
we have to start with only one six-case display. The
Board will be very busy during the examination this year.
In the past the examiners have examined 117 examinees.
This year we will examine 389 examinees, 306 gateways,
54 ICEs and the rest consist of Option Ils, beginning
candidates and retakes on February 21-25, 2010, in the
Dallas, Texas, testing facility. This means that each team
will examine four examinees each day for the rst four
days and ve examinees on the nal day. We also have

ve candidates to interview to replace our very capable
president and leader. Dr. Peter Greco.

The next ABO written examination will be given
April 19-25, 2010, at Pearson-View testing centers. The
deadline for registration was December 21, 2009. The
examination consists of four modules ranging from basic
and applied biomedical sciences to clinical sciences A
and B to patient analysis. There are 240 multiple-choice
questions which may be prepared for by studying an all-
inclusive reading list. For more information please visit
our Web site at www.americanboardortho.com.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any
guestions you may have about the ABO.

Paul T. Castelein 815/875-6409
castelein@americanboardortho.com  Fax 815/875-3600
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Component Reports

llinois

D. Spencer Pope, President

Ronald S. Jacobson, President-Elect
Robert F. Girgis, Vice President
Mart McClellan, Secretary/Treasurer

The ISO kicked off its new year on September
14 at the Doubletree Hotel with an excellent presentation
from Dr. Terry McDonald. Thanks to Dr. Eric Barnes
for serving as the program chair. At our business meet-
ing, Mr. Jon Holtzee, the ADA Director of Governmental
Affairs, updated the membership on the current political
climate in Washington, D.C. and discussed the status of
the ADA s lobbying efforts. The ISO mourns the loss of
one of its own, Dr. Steven Banks, who will be greatly
missed. A moment of silence was held for him and for Dr.
Anthony Gianelly.

The Communications and Public Relations com-
mittee sent a copy of the AAO brochure, Careers in Or-
thodontics, to every high school in Illinois. Many schools
have since requested an orthodontist to speak at career
day events. If you are interested in participating, please
contact Dr. Rob Girgis.

At our November meeting we had a very unique
presentation from Drs. Steve Marshall, Tom South-
ard and Dave Turpin on Evidence Based Orthodontics.
The three doctors put on a great lecture and there were
many requests for them to take their show on the road.
Many thanks to them for stepping in at the last minute to

Il in for Dr. Gianelly. The 1SO would like to thank Dr.
Shaun Varghese for serving as the program chair. Dr.
Chet Handelman
was honored with the
Outstanding Teaching
Award for his many
years of dedication to
orthodontic education.
Congratulations ,Chet,
for a well-deserved
award. Also, 1SO past-
president Dr. Shelly
Rosenstein spoke to
the membership about
the Illinois Kids First program and the access-to-care
shortage in downstate Illinois. Anyone interested in be-
coming involved, please contact Dr. Rosenstein directly.

The Donated Orthodontic Services (DOS) Com-
mittee has been very busy re ning the eligibility require-
ments and patient criteria to implement the program in
Ilinois and is almost ready to start referring patients in
need to volunteer orthodontists. The members of this great

s -4
Phyllis and Chet Handelman
with David Turpin
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committee are Drs. Dennis Flanagan, Michael Durbin,
Paul Miller, Spencer Pope and Frank Whipps. If you
have any questions or wish to participate, please contact
any of these doctors. Also, check the ISO Web site at
www.isortho.org for updates. The nal eligibility require-
ments and patient criteria will be posted soon.
Our remaining program for 2009-10 is:
February 26, 2010: Dr. Sebastian Baumgaertel
(at the Chicago Dental Society meeting)
April 12, 2010: Dr. Tiziano Baccetti on timing
of Class Il treatment
I wish you all Happy Holidays and a safe and
Happy New Year.
D. Spencer Pope
spope@oa-Itd.com

708/799-0060
Fax 708/799-8765

lowa

Michael A. Callan, President

John P. Hermanson, President-Elect
Kim Wass, Vice President

David C. Gehring, Secretary/Treasurer

The 30th edition of the lowa Winter Orthodontic
Seminar will be held January 31 February 7, at the Lion
Square Lodge in Vail, Colorado.

In April the Des Moines Society of Orthodontists
again will host the rst- and second-year residents of the
University of lowa Orthodontic Department. Each year,
local orthodontists host a tour of their of ces to residents
in order to showcase various styles of practice and of ce
settings. Thanks to Drs. Melissa Bernhardt and Paul
Hermanson for continuing in the tradition of Dr. Dave
Kinser and organizing this annual event.

Marc S. Welge
marc.welge@aaomembers.org

515/225-3770
Fax 515/225-3750

Manitoba

Constantine Athanasopoulos, President
Roger W. Moir, Secretary/Treasurer

Manitoba continues to be the hotbed of the orth-
odontic world. Some recent highlights include:

The Manitoba Orthodontic Society TV ads,
which took advantage of the AAO s resources, ran earlier
this spring. Increased traf c did result, though it has yet
to be con rmed whether or not this factored into the
recent decisions by Drs. Mel Drosdowech and Morley

continued on next page
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Bernstein to retire. We all wish Mel and Morley well as
they venture out into a world free of bands, brackets and
wires. Normally a departure like this would mean a re-
quirement to modify our Yellow Pages ad, but that is not
the case here because the group has elected to discontinue
our listing. Times are changing, and we felt that moving
toward other media, such as the Web or radio, will be
more effective in supporting the message that specialist
orthodontists are the most desirable option for Manito-
bans seeking to straighten their teeth.

The Winnipeg ortho scene will be joined by Dr.
Christie Laberge early in 2010. She will be assuming
Dr. Brent Nikolychuk s practice.

The Manitoba Dental Association is undergoing
a major restructuring. Since the dawn of time, the MDA
has combined the roles of regulatory body and member-
ship association. Government intervention has mandated
that the two functions be segregated, and that change is
occurring at this time.

At our November MOS meeting, the issue of
pro bono care was discussed, including options such
as Smiles Change Lives and the need for screening for

nancial and treatment needs. Currently, most members
do treat cases on an ad hoc compassionate basis, and
the Graduate Orthodontic program treats a signi cant
number of pro bono patients as part of the faculty s man-
date to encourage outreach care. As such, a partnership
has been developed between the Grad program and the
private practice ortho-dontists in the community. These
patients will be screened by Family Services and Housing
for nancial need and by the Grad program for treatment
need. This is a new venture but it is hoped that all Mani-
toba orthodontists will consider treating at least a few
such patients every year.
Tim D. Dumore
tim@drdumore.com

204/832-3910
Fax 204/837-3561

Minnesota

Steven J. Henseler, President
Michelle L. Bergsrud, President-Elect
John C. Beyer, Vice President

John C. Aamodt, Secretary/Treasurer

We would like to extend thanks to Dr. John
Kanyusik, for serving as the Midwestern Society of
Orthodontists president. We also would like to recognize
our capable director, Dr. Deb Lein. We are proud to have
such active members helping to guide this organization.

Program Chair Dr. Mike Hoxie has organized the
MAO Winter Meeting to be held at the Minneapolis Mar-
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riott City Center Hotel on Friday, January 15. The doctors
will hear half-day programs from Dr. Ron Roncone on
clinical ef ciency and systems and Dr. Robert Vanars-
dall on periodontal concerns in orthodontic patients. In
the morning the administrative assistants will hear from
Char Eash on scheduling ef ciency while the clinical
assistants hear from Dianne Testa on OSHA and remin-
eralization. In the afternoon all staff will hear from Ms.
Eash on team building. This meeting is designed to have
something for everyone in the orthodontic of ce!

In response to MAO membership surveys, the
MAO Executive Board has arranged an opportunity for
MAO members to get additional business education.
Argosy University has partnered with the MAO to de-
velop an MBA-type series of lectures that is speci cally
targeted for dental business owners. This course is a great
opportunity for our members who wish to learn more
about effectively running their practice. Please contact
Karen Gulliver at Argosy University (kgulliver@argosy.
edu or 651/846-3538) for more information.

We also would like to announce that the Execu-
tive Board is close to securing a Web site developer to
launch an MAO Web site. Our intent is to have it be a
resource for members where information can be distrib-
uted and accessed easily. The site also will include an
orthodontic locator for prospective patients who view the
site. More details about the Web site will be forthcoming.

The MAO Regulatory and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee reports that the proposal to change the
supervision level for elastic separator placement has been
approved by the Minnesota Board of Dentistry but is not
yet nalized. The committee expects that it may take
several months for the rule change to proceed through the
necessary administrative steps before it becomes of cial.
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The Missouri Society of Orthodontists had a
meeting during the MSO s Annual Session in October in
Minneapolis. The Society agreed to 1l a donation request
of $2,146.50 to the University of Missouri  Kansas
City Department of Orthodontics for lab equipment. The
Board also decided to donate $5,000 to the AAOF.

Updates of the State Board s Dental Assistants

Rule have been delayed. One of the major changes pro-
continued on next page
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